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THE SECRET IN THE WINGS

By: Mary Zimmerman

The Secret in the Wings is produced by special arrangement with Bret Adams, Ltd., 448 West 44th Street, New York, NY, 10036,
www.bretadamsitd.net. The Secret in the Wings was originally written and directed by Mary Zimmerman for the Lookingglass Theatre Company.
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PRODUCTION NOTES

Thank you for joining us for St. Paul Academy and Summit School’s production of The Secret in the Wings. Please take a
moment to silence and turn off all cellular devices and as a reminder, there is no flash photography or video allowed during
the performance. ADA compliant headsets are available at the sound table upon request.
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A NOTE ON THE PLAY

The Secret in the Wings is inspired by several fairy tales, many of them little known today. The structure of the play is as
follows: each tale is told in two parts. The first half of each story is interrupted by the first half of the next story and so on
until we reach the central story, “Seven Sons, or Silent for Seven Years,” which is told without interruption. After that, the
second half of each story unfolds in the reverse of the original order. The play “fans in” to the central story, and then “fans
out” again. The exception is “Stolen Pennies” which is told in several brief, interspersed fragments.

The framing story of the play is an updated version of Charles Perrault’s familiar classic “Beauty and the Beast,” in which a
merchant steals a rose from a monster, and for his crime his young daughter is compelled to go live with the beast. Each
night the beast asks his captive if she will marry him; each night she denies him. Yet every night she dreams of a prince
who tells her, “Do not trust your eyes.” At the end of a year the beast wins her love despite his terrifying appearance, and
at the moment she kisses him, he is transformed into the prince of her dreams. This is the tale that best illustrates what G.K.
Chesterton described as the most profound lesson of fairy tales: that you must love a thing before it is lovable.

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

Eric Severson

The Secret in the Wings is not your typical play. It doesn’t reinvent the fairy tale genre nor does it attempt to flesh out the
psychological journey of its characters. What Mary Zimmerman creates with this text is the potential for pure theatricality in
storytelling. She gives us a canvas on which we get to experiment with every brush stroke with no limits to how a narrative
can be communicated. Her text and its structure are an exciting framework for an artist to explore the myriad ways in which
we communicate and that happens through text, through movement, through sound, through music, through gesture,
through scenery and through light. And that is what we have done. We have experimented with form. We have played with
movement. We have found different ways to tell a story and it has been an absolutely magical process.

| consider myself so incredibly privileged to be surrounded by such phenomenal collaborative artists. Everyone involved in
this production has added to its beauty and | cannot thank them all enough for that. The sharing of ideas that happened
throughout this rehearsal process was unlike anything | have experienced before and it made my heart swell with pride
knowing that these ideas were generating from my students, my colleagues, my friends and my collaborators. This
production is an experiment. It is a risk. It doesn’t have a huge message. It isn’t a call to action. It doesn’t pull you in to the
psychological journey of a character. The characters are there to serve the narrative and not the other way around. Like it’s
source material, the fairy tale, it transports you to a mystical, magical space where anything can happen ... and it does.

As the title character of Stephen Sondheim’s Sunday in the Park with George sings, “A vision’s just a vision if it’s only in your
head. If no one gets to hear it, it’s as good as dead. It has to come to life.” That is what we have attempted to do here: to
bring these stories to life in all their dark, sinister, magical, majestic, theatrical beauty. And we have used every tool in the
theatrical tool box to do it. Enjoy the living, breathing canvas that is The Secret in the Wings.
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